
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

Beautification & Natural Resources Commission 
 

DATE & TIME:          Tuesday, March 25, 2014, 4:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:                 City Council Chambers, 300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove CA 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:      Jean Anton (Chair), Frances Grate, Barbara Thomas (Sec), Kelly Terry, 
                                            Delores Mollring, Thom Akeman, Mary Flaig (Vice Chair) 
STAFF PRESENT:               Laurel O’Halloran, Staff Liaison & CDD Planner  
                                            Daniel Gho, Public Works Superintendent 
COUNCIL LIAISON:          Casey Lucius, present 

AGENDA: 
 
1. Call to Order 

 Chair called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 
 All members present 
 

3. Public Comment 
Susan Goldbeck spoke to the issue of temporary fencing placed along the Rec Trail by the 
City. She requested copies any photos taken by Bay Net volunteers and others showing 
human interaction with Harbor Seals.  She also hoped the BNRC would encourage people 
to adopt certain areas/spaces/corners throughout the city to weed and maintain as is 
done by a similar committee in Clovis, CA. 
Cosmo Bua said it is costing the appellant $936 to appeal a Planning Commission decision 
approving the Seabreeze Inn over-development. Its relevance to the BNRC is the 
destruction of five “protected trees” due to development. Two mature Monterey Pines 
were deemed hazardous and are to be removed. Since the trees are already cabled and 
were given a failure rating of 1, the only hazard is by development plans.  Three Monterey 
Cypress trees are to be over-pruned and roots damaged enough to affect their lifespan. He 
hopes some BNRC members will attend the appeal and speak to protecting trees. He also 
hopes the BNRC will address the tremendous cost of appealing tree removals and will work 
toward saving trees from destruction during development.  
Sally Moore reported the plants she maintains on Lighthouse Avenue were drooping and 
therefore she brought down her own water for them.  She requested the BNRC find out 
the present downtown watering schedule. It used to be twice a week. 

 
4. Council Liaison Report 

Casey Lucius spoke to a comment in the February BNRC minutes regarding public 
education regarding the Monarch Sanctuary.  She recalled the BNRC had approved a tri-
fold brochure for public education. If this is the case, then this item could be put on next  
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month’s agenda and a recommendation could be drafted for the Council. 
If this is not the case, perhaps the BNRC has another recommendation for a course of 
action for this public education so she can help get it to the Council.  
Frances said her comment about public education referred to the need for the City to 
proactively educate the citizens and especially the property owners surrounding the 
Sanctuary about the 300 feet zone of influence (around the Sanctuary and GWP).  
Monarch butterfly educational brochures are handed out in the Sanctuary by the Museum.  
 

5. Commission Member & Staff Announcements      
 Mary Flaig wanted to add to her report last month concerning urban reforestation videos.             
The videos are from a February 2013 National Academy of Sciences Workshop entitled 
Urban Forestry Toward an Ecosystem Services Research Agenda. The one she had 
recommended viewing was a presentation by Grove (last name) who was involved in a NYC 
reforesting plan to plant a million trees and had concluded any city with the resources can 
reach tree planting goals using a GIS system. She believes this is very pertinent to most 
cities and she can email the link to anyone who wants to view it. 
 

6. Approval of Minutes 
 Mary Flaig stated she had just given her Feb minutes corrections request to the Secretary. 

          Frances Grate made a motion to approve the February minutes with requested changes; 
          seconded by Jean Anton. 

 VOTE: 7-0 
 

7. Old Business 
None 
 

  8.  New Business 
        A.  Shoreline Recreation Trail Report – Bill Peake 
               Recreation Board Chair Bill Peake gave a brief overview of the Rocky Shores Trail  
                 Project and explained it involves the protection of our coastline by building a wider, 
                 stable, more accessible walking trail and the restoration of native plants.  It will be  
                 safer and will discourage people from trampling vegetation. This trail project is  
                 divided into 14 segments, beginning where the Asilomar trail ends, continuing around  
                 the point and ending at Esplanade. Grant funding available now is around $240,000.  
                 Further grant funding is needed for engineering and environmental impact reports for  
                 the designs of future segments. He reported he had recently urged the City Council to  
                 approve issuing a RFP for starting the first segment for which the City had received the 
                 grant last November.  Bill asked that the BNRC renew its support for this project. 
                 Dan Gho was happy to report the RFP will been issued soon. In response to 
                 Frances’ question about whether or not the grant funds had to be used by November 
                 2014, Dan said grantors were well aware that a project such as this could not be  
                 completed by that time.  In response to two questions asked by Thom, he stated the 
                 entire $240,000 will cover only the first of the 14 sections, and the trail will be ADA  
                 compliant.  To Delores, the trail will be constructed using decomposed granite. 
                 

BNRC  MARCH 25, 2014 Minutes of Regular Meeting         Page  2 

Agenda Item No. 10B



                 Frances made a motion that the BNRC extend its ongoing support of this project;  
                 seconded by Delores. 
                 VOTE: 7-0 
 

        B.  Update from Dan Gho, Public Works 
               1.  Lovers Point Master Plan 
                        Mr. Gho updated the BNRC on upgrades the city has done at Lovers Point. Since  
                        the 1999 Lovers Point Master Plan was never adopted, the City is using it as a tool  
                        with which to move forward with their plans. Upgrades to date include the  
                        opening of the Beach House restaurant, renovation of the children’s pool and  
                        plastering and painting the walls above the volleyball court.  The old bathrooms  
                        were removed and Staff is in the contract stage with Cal Am for acquiring a  
                        $16,000 grant for replacing 5,600 sq. ft. of turf with drought tolerant ground cover  
                        and installing drip systems to save water. A low split rail fence will be installed to  
                        protect this area from foot traffic and new asphalt paths/entrances will be built 
                        around the sides of this area. New picnic tables will be put in thanks to a $12,000  
                        donation by a private citizen. Some of the tables will be ADA accessible and new    
                        trash receptacles will be installed. Future upgrades include fabricating new  
                        hand rails on the pier. The City is working with the Coastal Commission regarding  
                        the use of the lower portion of the Beach House. 
                        Laurel said the use requests include a deli and small retail. 
                        Thom asked if trees were going to be removed, as he was concerned about the  
                        smaller trees he had been watering for years which he hoped would remain. He  
                        also shared that the  20 year old tree near the large rock at the point was planted 
                        as part of a dedication for John Denver. Also, the reason the City just received the  
                        Lovers Point Plan in 1999 was due to it being costly even when the City had funds.  
                        Dan said he did not anticipate smaller trees being removed.  
                        

               2.  The Washington Park Plan 
                        Dan Gho reiterated that funds from a possible Cal Fire grant would be used for  
                        hazardous fuel reduction which includes removal of dead logs, stumps, dead trees  
                        and branches within striking distance of structures, removal of native plants  
                        within 50 ft. of the border of the park,  establishing a formal trail and reforesting.  
                        Fallen trees and branches will be used to delineate the new trail system through 
                        the Park. 
                        Frances said the arborist said he had started working on removals at the north  
                        end last year. (No) 
                        Thom said the George Washington Park Plan was actually adopted by the City but  
                        has not been followed very well. The plant called for leaving trees where they had  
                        fallen, to be used as nutrients for other trees as they disintegrate. There are  
                        several hundred seedlings planted by neighbors since 2007. Volunteers grew  
                        seedlings from the pine cone seeds in the park and have been watering them, so  
                        he is discouraging to hear about removals. He urged PW to review the adopted 
                        GWP plan and show discretion in dealing with the trees planted by neighbors.  
                        Also, if the City does not intend to follow the adopted plan, he thinks it should go  
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                        back to Council. 
                        Dan said they have reviewed this plan. The City is highly concerned about the fire  
                        hazard the present condition of the park poses to the surrounding residential  
                        neighborhoods.  
                        Mary referenced page 8 of the June 2011 i-Tree report on the City web site in  
                        which it states “ As trees die and decay they release much of the carbon stored  
                        back to the atmosphere…” She suggested when considering climate change, this  
                        may be a variable in figuring out what to do about dead and dying trees. 
 

               3.  Status of Harbor Seal Fencing 
                     Dan said he met with members from the Monterey Bay National Marine 
                        Sanctuary and Thom Akeman of Bay Net and BNRC on March 20, 2014. They  
                        discussed actions which will be taken when Harbor Seals are presented on  City  
                        beaches. They are developing 30 signs, 15 of which state “Do not cross this 
                        Fence.” They will be alternated with 15 informational signs stretching from  
                        Hopkins Marine to Berwick Park.  They have fencing ready to put up. They will  
                        continue to work with the Coastal Commission for a permanent solution for this. 
                        Dan showed the commissioners a sample of a new gull-proof garbage can lid PW 
                        had constructed.  The cost of the solar trash compactor trash receptacles used in  
                        Carmel are $3,000 each. Grant funds available for these ran out and won’t be  
                        available until June 2014. They are still exploring options for this. 
                        Mary said she would send Dan a link for an extensive report she found that  
                        indicated these solar receptacles were not such a good product. 
                        Dan said Public Works can make 45 of their newly designed lid for about $4,000. 
                        The will fit the existing trash containers perfectly and will be mostly gull-proof.   
                        Public Works also made another trash lid prototype with a handle on it. They are  
                        trying one type near the Museum and the other at Jewell Park. He asked for  
                        feedback. 
                        Mary asked if it was possible to know the percentage of the city’s waste that is  
                        collected in public cans.  She said San Francisco found that garbage tossed into  
                        public trash cans accounts for just 1% of all the city’s waste. A small percentage of  
                        that waste is recyclable.  
                        Dan said he thinks recycling here is minimal. 
                        As far as trash and recycling, the main thing bringing gulls here are food sources. 
                        He also said there will be two more pressure washings done downtown this year.      
                        PUBLIC COMMENT: 
                        Sally Moore wondered if the Rubbermaid tops had been considered.  She also  
                        wanted City staff to know that the colors used on steps into Lovers Point Park  
                        from Ocean View near the Beach House were not distinct enough to  
                        indicate there are steps  there.  She thinks they are not ADA compliant as the  
                        steps are almost indistinguishable when standing back and looking down on them.  
                        White or yellow stripes should be painted on them.  Finally, she believes the  
                        Audubon Society states three snags per acre are sufficient for sustaining the needs  
                        of birds/wildlife, and if necessary, snags can be made out of poles. 
                        Dan responded that the Rubbermaid lids did not fit the current trash containers,  
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                       but they had tried them on barrels. They were less than satisfactory due to people  
                       not wanting to touch them when they got dirty. He was trying to come up with an  
                       attractive alternative for downtown containers. He will look into the steps near  
                       the Beach House. 
                       Cosmo Bua hoped that new Monterey Cypress trees would be planted at Lovers  
                       Point. He also wondered if a more attractive trash can lid handle could be devised  
                       so that people wouldn’t think their hands are getting anywhere near the garbage. 
                       Jean and Frances spoke to the fact it is very difficult to get trees to grow at Lovers  
                       Point due to the harsh environment and granite subsoil.  Jean stated early photos 
                       of Lovers Point show there were NO trees there. 
                       Mary said she is still working on gathering information on the water box design for  
                       planting trees in urban areas, especially in light of what she has heard here today. 
 

  9.  Ongoing Business 
        A.  2014 Goals & Projects 
                Jean asked members to review the draft of the 2014 list and share input and  
                 suggest changes. She had already received the City Manager’s input.  Parks: Thom and 
                 Frances, who approved listed goals; Shoreline Trail: Kelly, Mary & Barbara, approved;  
                 Monarch Sanctuary:  Barbara & Frances, who asked that the word public be changed  
                 to neighbor (education); Recycling:  Jean, who approved; Trees & Landscape: Frances. 
                 Jean stated the City Manager asked that she request Al Saxe to report on the PGCHS  
                 tree planting project, and that the City is working on the issue of planting trees in the 
                 parking lot behind the theater;  Downtown Beautification: Jean said she and Mary  
                 will be working with Marge Ann Jameson regarding public art. Also, she and Mary  
                 contacted Kurt Overmeyer about working with the downtown group working on  
                 alternative parking. Mary said Mr. Overmeyer said he would register her on the web  
                 site in order to access pertinent information; Water: Frances, Thom and Kelly.  
                 Wording was changed to stormwater and wastewater run-off. Thom reported  
                 on the ASBS meeting he and Frances attended.  Many research projects are underway,  
                 including how much run-off can be captured, how to develop underground storage,  
                 and determining causes of bay water contamination. In May there will be a draft EIR  
                 presented to Council to cover a storm water runoff plan. Frances added they are  
                 looking into a solution for avoiding sending waste water to Marina and then having to  
                 buy back the treated water;  Marine Life and Harbor Seals: Tom and Kelly.  Jean said  
                 the City Manager wanted the word “remind” changed to “monitor.”  
                 Jean said it would remain a draft until the next meeting. Jean asked that another  
                 member consider being on Trees and Landscape. Delores and Barbara agreed to help. 
                 PUBLIC COMMENT: 
                 Sally Moore said there needs to be follow-up on the tree brochure that Sally, Frances 
                 and Scott worked on with the Arborist.  The request for this brochure came from the  
                 Mayor through her at a Council meeting. It was supposed to have been approved by 
                 Council. 
                 Cosmo Bua said he thought a sub-committee of three required having public  
                 meetings.  Trees and landscape are important topics, especially when discussions 
                 about the City tree ordinance are held. He requested discussion about this. 
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B.  Tree Report 
               Delores said she liked it, it was an easy read and it tells her all she wants to know. 
                  Frances wondered why the page numbering was off, thinks hazard reports can be  
                  adjusted in some respects and therefore not a true consideration and that  the words  
                  “in decline” are too broad. We do need to do more about the loss of canopy. 
                 Laurel thanked Delores, and explained the numbering was due to empty pages within  
                 the software program. She will ask the Arborist to be more accurately descriptive in  
                 his comments. 
                 Sally Moore said she had gone around to look at several of these on the list and once  
                 again there was no posting in either direction or on the trees. The one that bothered  
                 her the most is at 501 Congress.  Noticing has just been put up. It is a Monterey Pine  
                 with at least half of its canopy remaining, yet it is coming down. With the denial of the  
                 permit to remove two over-mature, dying Monterey Pines dropping limbs and leaning 
                 on property on Marino Pines, there is no consistency.  
                 Jean asked this be passed on to Al. 
                 Laurel suggested she place the Tree report at the beginning of the meeting because Al  
                 is a part-time employee. 
                 Received report. 
 

        C.  Monarch Sanctuary 

                Already discussed under 9-A 
 

        D.  Water 

                 Already discussed under 9-A. 
 

10.  Agenda Items for Next Meeting 
        Jean asked Laurel to discuss the cost of tree appeals in regard to development with  
         Anastasia Aziz. Topics such as Monarch Sanctuary and Water will be standing items  
         from now on. 
          
 

11.  Adjournment 
        Frances made a motion the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Thom 
        The Chair adjourned the meeting at 6:03 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Barbara Thomas 
Secretary 
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